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Thank you to everyone who contributes to our newsletter!

Monthly Events at Chapter J
2nd Wednesday

Chapter Gathering Piccolo’s, 3563 South Monaco Pkwy.
Dinner - 6 pm, Gathering - 7 pm

Sometime in Sep

Monthly Mystery Meal Ride

Saturdays

Breakfast at Rosie’s, 8am

The Director’s Chair
The September Newsletter is late this month, but not because Ron mowed his
satellite dish with his tractor. It is late because much of the Chapter J Team
was in Knoxville, TN for Wing Ding 40! How was it? For me, Wing Ding in
Knoxville was merely a destination. The real adventure was everything that
was the ride. And it was an adventure! Personally, my total miles were
3,360.8 round trip. We all took different routes and different rides while in Knoxville, so mileage will vary.
Saturday, Day 1 of the adventure included many discoveries. The first discovery was that one of the bikes
had a damaged valve stem and was leaking air. That turned our 5-hour ride to Hays, KS into a 9-hour ordeal that included frequent stops to refill the tire, a can of Fix-a-Flat, the second discovery that the Kawasaki dealer in WaKeeney, KS was closed, and a very pleasant 3rd discovery that Doerflers' Harley-Davidson
in Hays, KS was willing to fix the valve stem. As luck would have it, one of our co-riders had an extra 90degree steel valve stem he graciously offered up. Doerflers’ staff was awesome! Friendly, professional,
and even let us take a few evidentiary photos that may appear elsewhere in the newsletter. Any port in a
storm they say, and Doerflers was that port for us. A huge thank you goes out to them! We got on our
way around 4pm, finally making it to our destination in Independence, MO well after dark. Exhausted, but
in good spirits, we turned in for the night.
Day 2 brought to us the hottest day of our trip with humidity and a heat index of 98 F plus. I had some
trouble with that and ended up wearing a bag of ice under my jacket.
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The Director’s Chair
(cont.)
That bag of ice made for a very pleasant rest of the ride. I always carry Ziploc bags in case I need
them. Glad I had them! Day 2 also brought us through Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, and into Dickson, Tennessee where we met up with a bunch of other Gold Wingers at Terry and Carol Moore’s BBQ. What a
spread that was! Plenty to eat, and even got to power wash some of the bugs off the bike. It’s such a
wonderful thing to go that far, and run into a bunch of friends, and make some new ones. My personal
thanks to Terry and Carol for hosting such a wonderful event.
Day 3 was an easy day, so to speak. From Dickson, we headed south to Leeds, AL to eat some awesome
BBQ and visit the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum. I highly recommend a visit if you’re in the area. While at lunch, two locals came up and started chatting us up. They were headed to Barber also, and
were two of the nicest folks we met on the trip. So incredible to go into a small town like that and feel
welcome. Lunch was really good, too! After several hours at Barber, we set off for late afternoon ride to
Chattanooga, TN where we stayed the night.
Day 4 started us down a backroad through Tennessee and North Carolina to Robbinsville, the Fontana
Dam (and lake), and eventually to Deals Gap, NC. Deals Gap is at the southern end of the famous Tail of
the Dragon. The “Tail” claims 318 curves in 11 miles, and we were not disappointed. All of the riding that
morning was some of the most beautiful scenery we had seen so far, and I’m thrilled we included Day 4
in our adventure! The remainder of the afternoon was getting to our respective hotels in Knoxville in
time for the Welcome Party and Opening Ceremonies the next day.
Until next month where I’ll give some details about Wing Ding and the ride home, RIDE SAFE my friends!
Chris
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

High Plains Run
Chapter I

2

3

4

5

6

10

8

Chapter A

Chapter L
9

7

11

12

13

Chapter Q
14

15

Chapter J
Gathering

Chapter G

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

RECIPE OF THE MONTH - MILLION DOLLAR POUND CAKE
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

1 lb. butter, softened
3 cups sugar
6 large eggs
4 cups flour
3/4 cup milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 tsp almond extract

• Beat butter at medium speed with an electric mixer until creamy. (The butter will become a lighter yellow color). Gradually add sugar, beating at medium speed until light and fluffy (butter will turn to a fluffy white). Add
eggs, 1 at a time, beating just until yellow yolk disappears.

• Add flour to creamed mixture alternately with milk, beginning and ending with flour. Beat at low speed just
until blended after each addition. Stir in extracts.

• Pour into a greased and floured 10-inch tube pan. Sprinkle a light coating of flour
• Bake at 300° for 1 hour and 40 minutes or until a long wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Coo l in
pan on a wire rack 10 to 15 minutes. Remove from pan, and cool completely on a wire rack.

Chapter J wishes a very Happy Birthday & Happy Anniversary to:
Harold Lind
Jaime Toomer
Preston Baker
Mark Henze
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Doug & Judy Kile
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October 2018
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Chapter L
7

8

Fri
5

9

15

6

Chapter A
10

11

Chapter I
12

16

17

13
Ch L Fun-raiser

Chapter J
Gathering
14

Sat

Chapter Q
18

19

20

Chapter G
21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

25

26

27

What’s coming up...
Here’s a quick look at upcoming events.
Check further in the newsletter for information and/or event flyers.

SEPTEMBER
9/1: Aurora Honda High Plains Run
9/22: Peak Honda Demo Daze

2019
1/25-1/31: Wingers ‘n Waves Cruise to the Caribbean
5/27-6/7: Wingers ‘n Waves Cruise to Alaska
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Motorist Awareness Ambassador
Tom Houdek
Help Motorists See You
I just returned from Wing Ding 40 in Knoxville, Tennessee where I experienced good food, southern charm,
and great rides in the rolling green hills of Tennessee and North Carolina, to include the Smoky Mountains,
Cherohala Skyway, Moonshiner 28 and the Tail of the Dragon. I also enjoyed walking the Knoxville convention hall and looking at new technology designed to help keep riders safe and to help alert motorists of motorcycles. I would like to share information with you on one vendor that displayed a product designed to
help you to be seen by motorists.
The Heads Up Braking (HUB) System is a wireless elevated brake warning system designed to be attached
to your helmet. This system was developed by John J. Henry, an inventor and motorcyclist in Minnesota,
and was awarded two U.S. patents. The HUB system consists of two components, one for the helmet and
one for the motorcycle, and the two are linked via a wireless connection. As we all know, motorcycles can
decelerate very rapidly and motorists only receive warning of the motorcycle slowing down when the
brake is applied and they see the motorcycle brake light. The HUB system features smart illumination technology that provides an extra warning light to alert other vehicle operators of changing conditions. The
light attaches to the back of your helmet and, since it is on your helmet, is higher than any other brake light
on your motorcycle. The HUB system not only activates the brake light on the helmet, but also flashes the
motorcycle’s factory brake lights during deceleration without applying the brakes. So not only will the HUB
illuminate when the brake is applied, it will also illuminate when the motorcycle slows down without braking by utilizing built-in deceleration detection technology. It will also flash the factory brake lights on your
motorcycle during deceleration. Pretty cool technology. The HUB system and deceleration detection technology can also be used when you trailer your motorcycle. When your vehicle and trailer decelerate, the
brake lights on the motorcycle in the trailer will activate, giving motorists behind you advance warning, and
since the motorcycle is up in the trailer, the motorcycle lights are higher than the trailer lights and more
easily visible to following motorists. Another safety feature of the HUB system is the automatic illumination of the helmet-mounted warning light when the rider is away from the motorcycle. A good example of
this is if you were to stop along the road and dismount to walk along the shoulder or assist another motorist, the helmet-mounted light will flash when you step away from your motorcycle and alert others of your
presence on the road. All of these features are designed to make you more visible and increase your safety. You can learn more at www.headsupbraking.com.
Until next time, “Drive Aware!” and “Share the Road!”
Tom
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Chapter J goes to

Knoxville
On the pages that follow are a few of the adventures
some folks in Chapter J had on the way to and from
Knoxville for Wing Ding 40.

Check out their stories and photos… maybe you too
will head to Tennessee for next year’s Wing Ding in
Nashville!!
More stories and pictures to follow in the October
newsletter.
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A few words from our Treasurer...
Mark Henze
LIVING AND LEARNING ON THE ROAD TO KNOXVILLE

If there is one thing I’ve learned with GWRRA, there is value to having a wing man and riding with those
more experience than yourself. This became clear in my recent trip from Denver, CO to Wing Ding in
Knoxville, TN.
My wing man, Thom Dahler and I left about 1:00 in the afternoon from Denver, heading to Salina, KS for
the first leg of our trip. I had previously purchased a complete set of front and rear Bridgestone tires prior
to the trip. After performing a complete TCLOCKS, I determined that my current tires with 7,000 miles on
them would be fine for this trip, but would probably need replacing in the near future after I returned.
After, what was likely the best meal of the whole trip in Hays, KS, we continued on to Salina in the dark
and discovered hundreds of windmills each with a red light on top that all blinked in unison with the other
towers. On - Off – all coordinated. Pitch Dark and then a horizon of hundreds of red lights. Thom suggested that he felt like we were about to be abducted by aliens.
The next day found us heading through Oklahoma, Missouri and Arkansas on our way to stop in Little
Rock. For once I prayed for rain as the temperature hovered around 100 degrees for much of the day.
Here I learned that my GPS was set up to avoid toll roads. Lesson – be sure to check your setup on your
GPS before you enter your trip coordinates. It took us about an hour out of our way to avoid a $3 toll in
Tulsa. The next day, we headed off to Birmingham, AL and to our first destination at the Barber Motorsports Museum in Leeds, AL. Thom has some friends waiting for us there. On the way, I overheard a
number of truckers in the rest room complaining about how the heat was destroying their retread tires. I
must admit that both Thom and I remarked about the unusual number of retread debris that was strewn
all over the highway. Given this talk, I took time to look at my tires. What I discovered scared me. My
front tire was fine, but my back tire had large patches of metal cord showing with a built up ridge of rubber lining the side of the cord. It was a wear pattern I’d never seen before. From this point on I knew
that I could not go on much further. We limped the rest of the way to Leeds, AL and that evening I looked
for Honda dealers nearby that would be open on Monday. There was only one … most were closed on
Mondays.
On Monday, I contacted Hall’s Motorsports in Pelham, AL. At first, their service person was away and
would call me back in 5 minutes. After 20 minutes I called them back and talked with a service person
who seemed perturbed that I had bothered to recall him. At first, when I told him I needed a rear tire for
an 1800 Goldwing, he seemed confused and asked me who made “that bike.” When I told him it was a
Honda, he again seemed confused and asked the dimension of the tire I needed. Thom quickly looked it
up and I gave him the information. He then indicated he’d look to see if they had one in stock. After 5
minutes on hold, the phone went dead. I called back and finally got through to him again. Yes, they had
one in stock.
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When I asked whether it was a Bridgestone or a Dunlop, I was told “I don’t know.” So next I asked if he
could get to it today and was told “I’m not sure.” So, I indicated that it made no sense for me to drive 30
miles on a tenuous rear tire to their shop unless I knew whether they could get to it that day. He became
irate and told me that “in that case all I can promise you is that I can get to it sometime this week” and
then hung up on me. Thom and I traded incredulous looks and determined to spend the day (as originally
planned at the museum) and find a different shop the next day.
After a wonderful day at the Barber Museum, some great food and friends, (I had no idea there were that
many different bike
models that existed)
we tentatively took
off the next day to
Gadsden, AL (on the
way to Knoxville) arriving at SpeedZone
Motorsports as it
opened in the
morning. They had the
tire in stock, knew
exactly what we needed and took us before their regularly
scheduled work.
We were back on the
road by Noon and
overall lost only about
2 hours from our
scheduled travels.
Now this is the type
of shop that I write
“thank you letters”
to.
In Knoxville, I stayed at the home of a long time friend, Matt Prince. While in Knoxville, Matt, myself
and his sister took rides all over the Knoxville, Oak Ridge, Smokey Mountain and NW North Carolina. On
Thursday, Matt and I headed off to do the Tail of the Dragon. For the first time in over 10 years, I had a co
-rider. I almost lost
the bike on the turn
out of their driveway as Matt leaned
dramatically into
the turn. I began wondering if it was
smart to take a corider on the Dragon.
Here, the GWRRA corider class proved
worthwhile since I
could instruct Matt
on
co-rider etiquette.
After this, we had no
problem and ended
up doing the Dragon
three (3) times,
each time more aggressively and
joined on the last trip
with a GW group
from Switzerland.

On the way home, we sat in a Wendy’s in Alcoa, TN as a pickup truck tried to take a left turn across 2
lanes of traffic and collected 2 sports bikes at full speed into the side of the truck. I was amazed that no
one knew what to do with the traffic at the site and Matt and I had to collect my Emergency Triangles and
coordinate the traffic until the police and EMT arrived. I must admit, it shook us up a bit and we have no
idea whether either of the riders survived the ride to the trauma unit. Here, the GWRRA crash scene class
was critical.
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So eventually, we’re heading home. Thom Dahler had left to go home a day earlier and I ended up riding
with Tom Houdek and Chris Toomer. It was classic group riding with great company until my final faux pas. We were in the fast lane of I-70 when a large bumble bee found itself buzzing inside my dash and
windshield. In a momentary loss of sanity, I swiped the bee out of the area and unknowingly hit my kill
switch. Suddenly, I was without power and I had no idea why. My first thought was that my drive train
had problems. As the bike slowed, I headed to the narrow shoulder as Tom found himself behind a slow
bike in the fast lane with a pickup truck bearing down on him. Here is where it is great to have experienced riders. Tom did not try to stop with me, but immediately accelerated avoiding a surprised pickup
truck, worked his way to the slower lane and stopped on the wide shoulder on that side. It took me
about 10 seconds to realize what had happened. I started up the bike and we were back on the road in
about 2 minutes. Scared the hell out of me (probably Tom too!) Luckily, the rest of the trip was wonderful and without incident. Lessons learned while living the Goldwing life!
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Photos from the road...

Bikes in front of BBQ in Leeds, AL

Tom, Rich, Chris & Ron in rockers at hotel in Chattanooga
GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J, Aurora, CO

- 10 -

SEPTEMBER 2018

A few from Wing Ding
(more to come next month)

A sea of bikes, and this
is the first day!

Check out these trailers!!
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Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum
Leeds, AL

Chapter J bikes… aren’t they beauties?
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September
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January 2019!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS
GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J, Aurora, CO
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May-June 2019!
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS
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A little funny...
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Who’s Who — GWRRA Staff
District and
International Staff

Who’s Who at Chapter J
Director

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Assistant Director

Paul De Baca
acd@gwrraco-j.org

Membership
Enhancement

Thom Dahler
mec@gwrraco-j.org

Treasurer

Mark Henze
treasurer@gwrraco-j.org

Ride Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile

Newsletter Editor

Holly Souza
news@gwrraco-j.org

Webmaster

Jaime Toomer
webmaster@gwrraco-j.org

Couple of the Year

Ron & Holly Souza
coy@gwrraco-j.org

Click on the logo to access the Colorado District
and International Staff listings

Colorado—District
Directory

Individual of the Year Thom Dahler
ioy@gwrraco-j.org
Facebook Editors

Bryan Lape & Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Motorist Awareness
Ambassador

Tom Houdek
maa@gwrraco-j.org

Mystery Meal Ride
Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile
mystery@gwrraco-j.org

Hospitality Greeter

Dee Manry
hospitality@gwrraco-j.org

International Directory

For more info on Chapter J, visit our website at www.gwrraco-j.org!
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Colorado District Team
District Directors
Assistant Directors
Treasurers/Store
Membership Enhancement Coordinator
District Educator
District Leadership Trainers
Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Ride Coordinator
Couple/Individual of the Year Coordinators
Chapter of the Year Coordinators
Webmasters
Newsletter Editor
Photographer
Convention Coordinator
2017-2018 COY
2017-2018 IOY

Bryan & Emma Lape
Jim & Olga Wyman
Randall & Janet Drake
Paula Campbell
Earl Edwards
Inez Scholbrock
Peter Keppler
Joyce Elmore
Andy & Sherry Smith
Fred & Linda Fisher
Jim & Janet Wohlford
April Hansen-Keppler
Donald Redline
Open
David & Paula Campbell
Jacque Perron

dd@coloradogwrra.com
add@coloradogwrra.com
treasurer@coloradogwrra.com
mec@coloradogwrra.com
edwards_1500@hotmail.com
trainer@coloradogwrra.com
petekeppler@aol.com
coyioy@coloradogwrra.com
silverone@comcast.net
webmaster@coloradogwrra.com
newsletter@coloradogwrra.com
photographer@coloradogwrra.com
vendor@coloradogwrra.com
PCampbellco-b@outlook.com
jacquesperron61@yahoo.ca

Bryan & Emma Lape

GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J, Aurora, CO

- 19 -

SEPTEMBER 2018

GWRRA National Officer Team
President:

Anita Alkire

Rider Education Directors

Tim & Anna Grimes

Training Directors

Clara & Fred Boldt

Membership Enhancement Directors

Larry & Penny Anthony

Deputy Director of Overseas

Dan and Rachel Sanderovich

Deputy Directors A & N

Bob & Nancy Shrader

Deputy Directors B, E & L

Bruce & Barb Beeman

Deputy Directors D, H & K

Jack Wagner

Deputy Directors F, I & J

Ray & Sandi Garris
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District Chapters & Gathering Times
Chapter A—Littleton

Chapter I—Colorado Springs

Chapter Q—Montrose

Ron & Deann Fagler
wingfagler@comcast.net
Lilley Gulch Recreation Center
6147 S. Holland Way, Littleton
Room: Rio Grande
1st Thursday @ 7 pm

Steve & Jacque Callicott
directors@springswings.org

Bill & Nancy Pierce

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4125 Constitution Ave, Colo Spgs
1st Saturday @ 8:30 am

Daveto’s Italian Restaurant
520 Main Street, Delta
2nd Saturday @ 6 pm

www.wingnuts-coa.com

www.springswings.org

director@gwrracoloradochapterq.org

www.gwrracoloradochapterq.org

Chapter B—Grand Junction

Chapter J—Aurora

Chapter WY-B—Cheyenne, WY

David & Paula Campbell
cdchapterb@aol.com

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Paul & Marla Muirbrook
pmuirbrook@aol.com

Golden Corral (must buy meal)
1100 Independent Ave
Grand Junction
1st Saturday @ 8 am

Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 South Monaco Pkwy. Denver
2nd Wednesday @ 7 pm

Holiday Inn at I-80 and Hwy 85
2nd Saturday @ 9 am

Chapter G—Fort Collins

Chapter L—Lakewood

Steve & Inez Scholbrock

Tami & Steve Bender
bndrspndr@aol.com
Clements Community Center
1580 Yarrow, Lakewood
1st Monday @ 7 pm

director@gwrranortherncolorado.org

Johnson’s Corner Restaurant
I-25 at Exit 254
3rd Saturday @ 8 am
www.gwrranortherncolorado.org

GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J, Aurora, CO

www.gwrraco-j.org

www.redrockswings.org

- 21 -

CLICK HERE

SEPTEMBER 2018

