News from GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J— NOVEMBER 2018
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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Thank you to everyone who contributes to our newsletter!

Monthly Events at Chapter J
2nd Wednesday

Chapter Gathering Piccolo’s, 3563 South Monaco Pkwy.
Dinner - 6 pm, Gathering - 7 pm

Sometime in Nov

Monthly Mystery Meal Ride

Saturdays

Breakfast at Rosie’s, 8am

The Director’s Chair
November is kind of like a “gateway” month for me. A gateway from
fall to winter, hot to cold, rain to snow, leafy trees to leafy lawns,
and being able to ride anytime to looking for the best days to
ride. The Holidays are coming at top speed and 2019 is just ahead.
I’m already looking into next year and pondering what changes may come for Chapter J. Change
doesn’t have to be bad, by the way. It could be we add new members, or establish a new annual
happening, or maybe nothing changes… Hence, I ponder…
As far as new gear goes for next year, I have a few necessities I want to replace. My visor and
attached Pin-Lock anti fog shield are in need of replacement. While they are fine during the day,
the little scratches that show up make night-riding a bit less clear, and I don’t like that. I also will
be replacing my cargo net I use in my backseat. It is heavy duty, but on my cross-country trip to
Wing Ding, one of the hooks broke. This time, I’ll order two, and keep a spare on the bike and
save my hooks from the current one. I’ll also be adding a tire stem or two to my repair kit.
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The Director’s Chair
(cont.)
Another key piece of a equipment I just replaced was my mascot, Perry the Platypus. Perry the
1st had ridden a lot of miles with me, bringing smiles and waves from kids and parents alike who
know Perry. Perry is a secret agent in the kid’s TV Show Phineas & Ferb. Somewhere in Alabama,
Perry the 1st wiggled out of my cargo net and took a flying leap at highway speed. Despite Rich’s
attempt to catch him, Perry the 1st dodged the effort and now lives in Alabama. Had it been a 1
or 2 lane highway, I might have gone back to look for him. But 4 lanes at that speed created a
very unsafe environment to pull the group over to try to retrieve Perry the 1st. Perry the 2nd will
be taking his debut ride shortly, I’m certain, this time with more secure seat belting…
Happy Thanksgiving!
Stay safe, and ride safe!
Chris Toomer
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November 2018
Sun
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Thu
1
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2

Sat
3
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13

14

15

16

17

Chapter J
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24

Motorcycle

Humor

Chapter J wishes a very Happy Birthday & Happy Anniversary to:
Sara Sjodin
Bryce Moore
Rich Peden
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Jerry & Carla Thelander
David & Diane Miles
Tom & Dee Manry

11/1
11/11
11/18
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December 2018
Sun
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Thu
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Chapter J
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What’s coming up...
Here’s a quick look at upcoming events.
Check further in the newsletter for information and/or event flyers.

DECEMBER:
12/12: CHAPTER J CHRISTMAS PARTY!

2019
1/25-1/31: Wingers ‘n Waves Cruise to the Caribbean
5/27-6/7: Wingers ‘n Waves Cruise to Alaska
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Motorist Awareness Ambassador
Tom Houdek
Are You a Good Rider?
This month I am borrowing from an article in the November 2018 edition of Motorcycle Consumer News by
Walt Fulton. Walt asks, “What is a good rider?” Statistically, the average rider travels 2,500 miles per year.
That’s barely a ride around the block for many Goldwing riders. But is an “average” rider a good rider? Because there are too many variables in play, Walt decided to focus on techniques and habits. In his opinion,
“good” riders consider and employ the following techniques, habits and knowledge every time they throw a
leg over a motorcycle.
Visual Control: Everything done on a motorcycle revolves around visual control. This may be an oversimplification, but 90 percent of our decisions are based on what we can see. The other 10 percent are based on
what we hear, feel, smell or taste. To maintain visual control, we also need mental focus, not allowing the
mind to wander.
Situational Awareness: Second in the hierarchy of important concepts, a technical term that refers to being
aware of everything in your path of travel or anything that could be soon. Situational awareness includes
other vehicles on the roadway and roadway conditions, like potholes, debris, rocks, oil, animals. In short,
anything that might cause a conflict. Without Visual Control, there is no Situational Awareness. The two go
hand in hand.
Personal Control: “Proficient Motorcycling” author David Hogue refers to our Neanderthal brain, meaning
that we have evolved in many ways, but our brains are still causing us problems. One theory on why Neanderthals went extinct is because they couldn’t or didn’t think quickly, had poor memory and thus difficulty
adapting to change--all issues that successful motorcyclists can’t afford. We can and should train ourselves
to be better prepared than a Neanderthal. One way to do this is to remember these important facts:
- It’s more difficult to see and judge the speed of a motorcycle
- The No. 1 cause of multiple vehicle motorcycle crashes is a left turning vehicle not yielding
right of way
- The No.1 cause of a solo motorcycle crash is failure to negotiate a corner
Keep this in mind every time you ride, and always ride with an engaged awareness and continually work
toward becoming a better rider, because “good” is not good enough.
Until next time, “Drive Aware!” and “Share the Road!”
Tom Houdek
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From former Colorado District Directors
Bryan & Emma Lape

I hope this note finds everyone doing well. Today seems like the cold weather might try to settle in for a while which is
always an adjustment for me. I kind of like the “Indian Summers” that Colorado seems to offer us each year. I’m sure it’s
because I can get the bikes out and enjoy it.
Over this past year or so, life responsibilities for Emma & I have changed to where we cannot be as active and/or participate in the Chapters within Colorado as the District Directors position requires and as you as a GWRRA member deserves. Because of this, we will be stepping down as the Colorado District Director effective November 1, 2018. I have
been working with our President Anita Alkire for a replacement District Director that will be able to serve Colorado going
forward. While the final approval has not been given to me in writing, I cannot find any reason that my request for our
replacement will not be approved. So with that, I would like to announce that Joyce and Rick Elmore will be your new
GWRRA Colorado District Directors.
Joyce & Rick Elmore have been members of GWRRA for over 20 years and are current life members. However, their motorcycling history goes all the way back to 1971 when they met cruising Central Avenue in Phoenix. In fact, they left their
wedding on our Honda 750 in 1972 with “Just Married” pie plates on the back and streamers on the handlebars. In 1995
Rick bought his first Gold Wing and shortly after that they both joined GWRRA and it has been a whirlwind ever since.
Joyce & Rick joined CA1F in San Diego, became their first COYs and quickly went from ACD to the CD position. Rick
bought a Valkyrie in 1996 and he likes to say that he put the first 500 miles on it and Joyce put the next 85,000 on it.
When the new GL1800 came out, Rick got the second one in town and Joyce found out that she REALLY liked it too. So,
rather than lose his bike a second time Joyce got her own 2002 that she still rides today and has over 146,000 miles road
time on it. She has almost 250K safe miles and Rick has over 500K. Rick attributes this in part to his philosophy of: Ride
like you are invisible and everybody else is an idiot.
Joyce & Rick have held just about every position in GWRRA, including when Joyce was District Director of California for 3
years in the early 2000s. Just ask an old timer in CA about the “Queen of California”, if you meet one. They moved to Colorado in 2010 and have been active in the state since then, while servicing as Assistant Region Directors until Regions
went away recently. Besides their passion for motorcycling in general, they are very strong advocates of GWRRA. Joyce
has been known to chase Gold Wings down in a parking lot to give them a card. As a result she has recruited over 45
members to the organization. When they look back over the last 20 years they have so many good memories of riding
and socializing with our GWRRA friends that it`s hard to keep track of them all. In fact, virtually all of the friends that they
have met since then have come from being in the organization.
“Our goal in stepping up to be the Colorado District Directors is to do the best job we can to represent our members and to support them in every way possible. If you have any questions or concerns about the state of the
state or even what is going on at headquarters, please let us know and we will try to provide an answer. In the
meantime: Ride safe, don`t look back and live every day to it`s fullest!.....Joyce and Rick Elmore”
Please welcome and congratulate Joyce & Rick Elmore as the new Colorado District Directors.
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Chapter J Christmas Party
WHEN:

December 12

TIME:

6:30 - 9:00

WHERE:

Jim ‘n Nick’s BBQ
24153 E. Prospect Ave
Aurora

COST:

$12 per person - includes meal, all soft drinks,
coffee and tip

GIFT EXC: Optional gift exchange - white elephant or new
wrapped gift - $10-15 value

TICKETS are available from Thom Dahler.
Please call or email to get your name on the list:
tdahler0310@aol.com or 720-670-6522
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Training Day - 11/10
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Veterans Day - Nov 11
Observed Nov 12
Veterans Day is a time for us to pay our respects to those who have served. For one day, we stand united
in respect for you, our veterans.
This holiday started as a day to reflect upon the heroism of those who died in our country's service and
was originally called Armistice Day. It fell on Nov. 11 because that is the anniversary of the signing of the
Armistice that ended World War I. However, in 1954, the holiday was changed to "Veterans Day" in order
to account for all veterans in all wars.
We celebrate and honor America's veterans for their patriotism, love of country and willingness to serve
and sacrifice for the common good. Below is a celebration festival & parade taking place in Denver:

DENVER VETERANS DAY PARADE & FESTIVAL
Saturday, November 10, 2018
Parade starts at 14th St & W Colfax Ave @ 10:00 am
Festival at Civic Center Park from 12:00 - 3:00pm

https://www.denverveteransday.com/festival/
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The Thanksgiving Story
(in case you didn’t read it last year)
Native Americans
Long before settlers came to the East Coast of the United States, the area was inhabited by many Native
American tribes. The area surrounding the site of the first Thanksgiving, now known as southeastern Massachusetts and eastern Rhode Island had been the home of the Wampanoag people, and had
been visited by other European settlers before the arrival of the Mayflower. The native people knew the
land well and had fished, hunted, and harvested for many generations.

The Settlers
The people who comprised the Plymouth Colony were a group of English Protestants who wanted to
break away from the Church of England. These ‘separatists’ initially moved
to Holland and after 12 years of financial problems, they received funding from English
merchants to sail across the Atlantic to settle in a ‘New World.' A ship carrying 101 men,
women, and children spent 66 days traveling the Atlantic Ocean, intending to land
where New York City is now located. Due to the windy conditions, the group had to cut
their trip short and settle at what is now called Cape Cod.
Settling and Exploring
As the Puritans prepared for winter, they gathered anything they could find, including
Wampanoag supplies.
One day, Samoset, a leader of the Abenaki, and Tisquantum (better known as Squanto) visited the
settlers. Squanto was a Wampanoag who had experience with other settlers and knew English. Squanto
helped the settlers grow corn and use fish to fertilize their fields. After several meetings, a formal agreement was made between the settlers and the native people and they joined together to protect each
other from other tribes in March of 1621.
The Celebration
One day that fall, four settlers were sent to hunt for food for a harvest celebration. The Wampanoag
heard gunshots and alerted their leader, Massasoit, who thought the English might be preparing for
war. Massasoit visited the English settlement with 90 of his men to see if the war rumor was true.
roasted meat, far from today's traditional Thanksgiving feast.
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Soon after their visit, the Native Americans realized that the English were only hunting for the harvest
celebration. Massasoit sent some of his own men to hunt deer for the feast and for three days, the English and native men, women, and children ate together. The meal consisted of deer, corn, shellfish, and
roasted meat, far from today's traditional Thanksgiving feast.
Although prayers and thanks were probably offered at the 1621 harvest gathering, the first recorded religious Thanksgiving Day in Plymouth happened two years later in 1623. On this occasion, the colonists gave thanks to God for rain after a two-month drought.
The Myths
Believe it or not, the settlers didn't have silver buckles on their shoes.
Nor did they wear somber, black clothing. Their attire was bright and
cheerful. Many portrayals of this harvest celebration also show the
Native Americans wearing woven blankets on their shoulders and large, feathered headdresses, which
is not true. The Englishmen didn’t even call themselves Pilgrims. They played ball games, sang, and
danced. Much of what most modern Americans eat on Thanksgiving was not available in 1621.
Native Americans and Thanksgiving
The peace between the Native Americans and settlers lasted for only a generation. The Wampanoag
people do not share in the popular reverence for the traditional New England Thanksgiving. For them,
the holiday is a reminder of betrayal and bloodshed. Since 1970, many native people have gathered at
the statue of Massasoit in Plymouth, Massachusetts each Thanksgiving Day to remember their ancestors and the strength of the Wampanoag.

Modern Thanksgiving
In the 19th century, the modern Thanksgiving holiday started to take shape. In 1846, Sarah Josepha
Hale, editor of a magazine called Godley’s Lady’s Book, campaigned for an annual national thanksgiving
holiday after a passage about the harvest gathering of 1621 was discovered and incorrectly labeled as
the first Thanksgiving.
It wasn't until 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln
declared two national Thanksgivings; one in August to
commemorate the Battle of Gettysburg and the other
in November to give thanks for "general blessings."

Wishing you all a very Happy Thanksgiving!
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January 2019!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS
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May-June 2019!
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS
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Inspiration
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Who’s Who — GWRRA Staff
District and
International Staff

Who’s Who at Chapter J
Director

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Assistant Director

Paul De Baca
acd@gwrraco-j.org

Membership
Enhancement

Thom Dahler
mec@gwrraco-j.org

Treasurer

Mark Henze
treasurer@gwrraco-j.org

Ride Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile

Newsletter Editor

Holly Souza
news@gwrraco-j.org

Webmaster

Jaime Toomer
webmaster@gwrraco-j.org

Couple of the Year

Ron & Holly Souza
coy@gwrraco-j.org

Click on the logo to access the Colorado District
and International Staff listings

Colorado—District
Directory

Individual of the Year Thom Dahler
ioy@gwrraco-j.org
Facebook Editors

Bryan Lape & Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Motorist Awareness
Ambassador

Tom Houdek
maa@gwrraco-j.org

Mystery Meal Ride
Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile
mystery@gwrraco-j.org

Hospitality Greeter

Dee Manry
hospitality@gwrraco-j.org

International Directory

For more info on Chapter J, visit our website at www.gwrraco-j.org!
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Colorado District Team
District Directors
Assistant Directors
Treasurers/Store
Membership Enhancement Coordinator
District Educator
District Leadership Trainers
Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Ride Coordinator
Couple/Individual of the Year Coordinators
Chapter of the Year Coordinators
Webmasters
Newsletter Editor
Photographer
Convention Coordinator
2017-2018 COY
2017-2018 IOY

Joyce & Rick Elmore
Jim & Olga Wyman
Randall & Janet Drake
Paula Campbell
Earl Edwards
Inez Scholbrock
Peter Keppler
Joyce Elmore
Andy & Sherry Smith
Fred & Linda Fisher
Jim & Janet Wohlford
April Hansen-Keppler
Donald Redline
Open
David & Paula Campbell
Jacque Perron

dd@coloradogwrra.com
add@coloradogwrra.com
treasurer@coloradogwrra.com
mec@coloradogwrra.com
edwards_1500@hotmail.com
trainer@coloradogwrra.com
petekeppler@aol.com
coyioy@coloradogwrra.com
silverone@comcast.net
webmaster@coloradogwrra.com
newsletter@coloradogwrra.com
photographer@coloradogwrra.com
vendor@coloradogwrra.com
PCampbellco-b@outlook.com
jacquesperron61@yahoo.ca

Bryan & Emma Lape
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GWRRA National Officer Team
President:

Anita Alkire

Rider Education Directors

Tim & Anna Grimes

Training Directors

Clara & Fred Boldt

Membership Enhancement Directors

Larry & Penny Anthony

Deputy Director of Overseas

Dan and Rachel Sanderovich

Deputy Directors A & N

Bob & Nancy Shrader

Deputy Directors B, E & L

Bruce & Barb Beeman

Deputy Directors D, H & K

Jack Wagner

Deputy Directors F, I & J

Ray & Sandi Garris
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District Chapters & Gathering Times
Chapter A—Littleton

Chapter I—Colorado Springs

Chapter Q—Montrose

Ron & Deann Fagler
wingfagler@comcast.net
Lilley Gulch Recreation Center
6147 S. Holland Way, Littleton
Room: Rio Grande
1st Thursday @ 7 pm

Steve & Jacque Callicott
directors@springswings.org

Bill & Nancy Pierce

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4125 Constitution Ave, Colo Spgs
1st Saturday @ 8:30 am

Daveto’s Italian Restaurant
520 Main Street, Delta
2nd Saturday @ 6 pm

www.wingnuts-coa.com

www.springswings.org

director@gwrracoloradochapterq.org

www.gwrracoloradochapterq.org

Chapter B—Grand Junction

Chapter J—Aurora

Chapter WY-B—Cheyenne, WY

David & Paula Campbell
cdchapterb@aol.com

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Paul & Marla Muirbrook
pmuirbrook@aol.com

Golden Corral (must buy meal)
1100 Independent Ave
Grand Junction
1st Saturday @ 8 am

Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 South Monaco Pkwy. Denver
2nd Wednesday @ 7 pm

Holiday Inn at I-80 and Hwy 85
2nd Saturday @ 9 am

Chapter G—Fort Collins

Chapter L—Lakewood

Steve & Inez Scholbrock

Tami & Steve Bender
bndrspndr@aol.com
Clements Community Center
1580 Yarrow, Lakewood
1st Monday @ 7 pm

director@gwrranortherncolorado.org

Johnson’s Corner Restaurant
I-25 at Exit 254
3rd Saturday @ 8 am
www.gwrranortherncolorado.org
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