News from GWRRA, Colorado Chapter J—May 2019
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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Monthly Events at Chapter J
2nd Wednesday

Chapter Gathering Piccolo’s, 3563 South Monaco Pkwy.
Dinner - 6 pm, Gathering - 7 pm

4th Wednesday

Monthly Mystery Meal Ride

Saturdays

Breakfast at Rosie’s, 8am

Thank you to everyone who contributes to our newsletter!

The Director’s Chair
I’ve just returned from a business trip to a conference in San Antonio,
TX where I and 2 of my employees delivered 3 presentations to various
audiences. I had the option of flying to San Antonio, of course. Also on
the table was using my personal vehicle to travel whereby my company
will reimburse me for mileage up to the cost of the plane ticket.

Texas weather in April seemed like it would be OK and I
figured if I could avoid a snow storm, I’d be fine. So I
packed my new Roadhouse Travel Bag with my laptop,
clothes, soap, shampoo, shaver, etc. I have become fond
of the Nelson Rigg Compression Sacks and pack 3 days of
clothes in the small size, and 4 to 6 days in the medium
size. The small fits in the new luggage, and the medium
fits in the side trunk with room to spare.

The Director’s Chair
(cont.)
My ride to San Antonio followed US 287 (very nice road) through the Oklahoma
Panhandle and into Texas to Amarillo. From there, I headed to Lubbock and
further south to Sweetwater where, after 676 miles, I overnighted at a local hotel.
The next day I headed into San Antonio, but not before a detour to ride the
Twisted Sisters roads in the Texas Hill Country. I rode for miles never seeing
another car, surrounded by more windmills than I have ever seen, past game
ranches and dips with flash flood depth gauges to 6 feet (gulp!).
San Antonio is a really neat town with history, restaurants, shopping, and touristy
things to do and I’d recommend visiting if you never have. The Alamo is there
and is free to enter. There is also the famous River Walk that is packed with
restaurants and bars as well as a fun boat ride to sight see around the area.
My ride home the first day found me dealing with a lot of wind. Fortunately, the big Goldwing handles wind
pretty well. I overnighted in Dumas, TX and enjoyed a Fajita Quesadilla at a local restaurant near the hotel.
The next day was much colder with temperatures hovering between 30 and 45 the entire day. I was happy
to have my California Heat heated liner and gloves. I never did get cold, not even a little.

I was in a bit of a hurry though, as I knew storms were brewing for late Friday
and Saturday across the region and did not want to get stuck. I had been
watching the weather all week, including the blizzard around April 10. I knew
I needed to time my return just right to get in behind the blizzard with
(hopefully) dry roads and before the next round came in. As it happened, I
timed it well and made it home without issue. However, I was willing to
spend an extra night somewhere if needed, travel shorter distances when the
temperature was below freezing, or even rent a U-Haul and trailer home if
absolutely necessary.
If you are going to ride in March and April, and even some in May, I strongly recommend you have a backup plan or 2 or 3 in case the weather
doesn’t cooperate and drops snow, freezing rain, or even an ice storm.
Safety first. Proper clothing, alternate routes, additional layovers, and even
alternate transportation can all make your ride safe and successful.

Ride smart, and ride safe.
Chris
GWRRA CO-J Chapter Director
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Motorist Awareness
Get up to Speed on Motorcycles
Tom Houdek
Chapter J Motorist Awareness Ambassador
May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month and, to help reduce motorcycle collisions and injuries and to
help save lives, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) has launched the new Get Up to Speed on Motorcycles campaign to help motorists understand
standard motorcycle driving behaviors and to learn how to drive safely around motorcycles on our roads.

Motorcyclists and motorists can work together to save lives. Safe riding practices and cooperation from all
road users will help reduce the number of fatalities and injuries on our nation’s highways. It’s especially
important for motorists to understand the safety challenges faced by motorcyclists, such as size and visibility, and motorcycle riding practices like downshifting and weaving to know how to anticipate and respond
to them. By raising motorists’ awareness, both drivers and riders will be safer sharing the road.
KNOW THE FACTS


Research and state-level data consistently identifies motorists as being at-fault in more than half of all
multi-vehicle motorcycle-involved collisions. In fact, per vehicle mile traveled, motorcyclists are about
27 times more likely than passenger vehicle occupants to die in a motor vehicle crash, and 5 times more
likely to be injured.



NHTSA-funded research has shown that people behind the wheels of passenger vehicles are distracted
more than 50 percent of the time.



Improper use of a vehicle’s rear-view and side-view mirrors contributes to collisions, particularly
with smaller vehicles like motorcycles. With roughly 40 percent of a vehicle’s outer perimeter zones
hidden by blind spots, improper adjustment, or lack of use of one’s side-view mirrors can have dire
consequences for motorcyclists.
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Motorist Awareness
(cont.)
TIPS FOR MOTORISTS


If you are turning at an intersection and your view of oncoming traffic is partially obstructed, wait until
you can see around the obstruction, sufficiently scan for all roadway users (pedestrians, bicyclists, and
motorcyclists alike), and proceed with caution. Slow your decision-making process down at intersections.



One’s reaction time and ability to assess and respond to a potential collision, such as a lane change, is
significantly hindered if there are large differences in speed among vehicles in traffic. When approaching a congested roadway, being diligent in modifying your speed to match that of the cars in traffic can
be a lifesaver, particularly for motorcyclists.



Allow a motorcyclist a full lane width. Though it may seem as if there is enough room in a single lane for
a motor vehicle and a motorcycle, looks can be deceiving. Share the road, but not the lane: a motorcyclist needs room to maneuver safely.



Because motorcycles are smaller than most vehicles, they can be difficult to see. Their size can also
cause other drivers to misjudge their speed and distance.

If you are interested in participating in a May Motorist Awareness event, come join us in Estes Park on Sunday, 19 May. Look for more info in the newsletter (Hint: It’s the next page…) or come to the May Chapter
Gathering for details.

Until next time…

“Drive Aware!”

&
“Share the Road!”
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Ride News
Doug and Judy Kile
Chapter J Ride Coordinators
Hi Everyone,
As the weather continues to show signs of warming, we had an official Chapter ride this month. On Saturday
April 20, 3 members of J attended Chapter Gs monthly meeting at Johnson’s Corner. Joining me were Mark
H. and Thom D. Judy is still recovering from back surgery and still can't get on the bike. The meeting was
great! There was a presentation by one of the motorcycle officers from the Loveland Police Department.
Great presentation with lots of good tips and stories.
After their meeting, the three of us joined members of Chapter G in their monthly after meeting ride. We
went up Hwy 34 through Big Thompson Canyon to Estes Park. While there we walked a little in town for ice
cream and popcorn. We returned via Hwy 7 to Lyons. Chapter J members then returned to Johnson's Corner
to retrieve Mark's phone. He left it there after the meeting. Jerry, we need you to go on rides with Mark to
keep track of his stuff! From there, we all rode home. Nice weather and a great ride!
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Ride News (cont.)
For the April
Mystery Dinner
Ride, we had
good
attendance at
Brickhouse.
We had 3
motorcycles
and the
remaining
people drove.

Even Alan
and Deb
Gustafson
made an
appearance!
I hope we can
keep this level
of attendance
for these
dinners.

A couple of members plan to attend the Missouri Rally in late May. If interested contact Mark H. or Jerry T.
Chapter Director Chris T. is riding to the California / Nevada Rally in May. Email Chris T. for details.
We still need suggestions for places to go for the mystery dinner and ride suggestions.
Ride safe!
Doug Kile
Phone 303-349-6888
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Awesome Member Article
My Two Cents
(reprint from May 2012)

Thom Dahler
Chapter J Member (and former Guy That Does Everything)

Tom loved Triumphs. I loved my Norton. Since we were both into British bikes we bonded quickly. Carl was
into Harleys. Choppers. He would probably think that walking into Orange County Choppers would be like
walking into heaven. Staff Sergeant Rogers was the original ATGATT ( All The Gruff All The Time ). I once
asked him what his first name was. He responded "Staff Sergeant". However, I did manage to find out that
he really liked fully dressed Harleys. We knew and worked with each other and as the talk worked its way
around and we all agreed that someday in a different time and place we would ride together and really find
out who owned the best bike. Hey, don't we still do that?!
The time never came. We were in Southeast Asia in the late 1960s when the riding pact was made and a lot
of things were going on. I noticed on more than one occasion that when it would start to rain, which was
often and intense, if we were inside, Staff Sergeant Rogers would quietly get up and go stand outside in the
rain. I followed him out once and asked him as he was standing there looking out at nothing… why he liked
to stand in the rain and get wet. This rather large man turned to me and said, " Because nobody knows if
you're crying." I never asked again. ln fact we never had the opportunity to speak again.
We never did the ride because I was the only one of us to leave Southeast Asia. Three individual tragedies
with details much too painful to print. Still very difficult to even think about.
What would they think about my Gold Wing? Man, would I have something to brag about! I think Tom
would be shocked to see how far Triumph has come. Carl would be speechless when Paul Tuetel greeted
him as he entered OCC. And Staff Sergeant Rogers just might actually smile when viewing Harley's current
line of Hogs.

I think about "The Ride" every now and then and picture what each of us would be riding. ln my mind, we
ride every Memorial Day so I can tell then thanks for their individual sacrifices, how I think of them often,
and ask them if they think this is a great ride. You know it is.
I sure hope that it rains a little bit this Memorial Day. I just need to stand outside in the rain for a few
minutes.
Chapter Director’s Note: I’ll be in Oregon on Memorial Day 2019 and, if it rains, I’ll go stand outside, too… I
wish all Veterans and those currently serving a safe Memorial Day. Thank you for your service!
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May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Chapter A

Sat
4
Chapter I
Chapter BGrand Junction

5

6

7

Chapter L

12

13

19

26
CA / NV Rally Minden, NV

21

27 Memorial
Day

9

10

Chapter J
Gathering

14

20

8

28

15

11
Chapter Q

16

17

TX Rally Paris, TX

TX Rally Paris, TX

18
Chapter G
Chapter WY-B
TX Rally Paris, TX

22

23

24

25

Mystery
Dinner Ride

CA / NV Rally Minden, NV

CA / NV Rally - CA / NV Rally Minden, NV
Minden, NV

29

30

31

MO Rally Branson, MO

MO Rally Branson, MO

Chapter J wishes a very Happy Birthday & Happy Anniversary to:

Birthdays:

Holly Souza
Doug Root
Paul De Baca

Anniversaries:
Chris Toomer & Kristi Richardson
5/16

5/2
5/28
5/30
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Rider Education

10

Visit mogwrra.mogwrra.org for rally schedule
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

May-June 2019!

19

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS
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Who’s Who — GWRRA Staff
Who’s Who at Chapter J
Director

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Assistant Director

Paul De Baca
acd@gwrraco-j.org

Membership
Enhancement

Open
mec@gwrraco-j.org

Treasurer

Mark Henze
treasurer@gwrraco-j.org

Ride Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile

Newsletter Editor

Debbie Dahler
news@gwrraco-j.org

Webmaster

Open
webmaster@gwrraco-j.org

Couple of the Year
2019

Les & Kathy Nyland
coy@gwrraco-j.org

Individual of the Year Chris Toomer
2019
ioy@gwrraco-j.org
Facebook Editors

Bryan Lape & Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Motorist Awareness
Ambassador

Tom Houdek
maa@gwrraco-j.org

Mystery Meal Ride
Coordinator

Doug & Judy Kile
mystery@gwrraco-j.org

Hospitality Greeter

Dee Manry
hospitality@gwrraco-j.org

District and
International Staff
Click on the logo to access the Colorado District
and International Staff listings

Colorado—District
Directory

International Directory

For more info on Chapter J, visit our website at www.gwrraco-j.org!

Colorado District Team
District Directors
Assistant Directors
Treasurers/Store
Membership Enhancement Coordinator
District Educator
District Leadership Trainers
Motorist Awareness Coordinator
Ride Coordinator
Couple/Individual of the Year Coordinators
Chapter of the Year Coordinators
Webmasters
Newsletter Editor
Photographer
Convention Coordinator
2017-2018 COY
2017-2018 IOY

Joyce & Rick Elmore
Open
April Hansen-Keppler
Paula Campbell
Earl Edwards
Inez Scholbrock
Peter Keppler
Joyce Elmore
Andy & Sherry Smith
Fred & Linda Fisher
Jim & Janet Wohlford
April Hansen-Keppler
Donald Redline
Open
John & Barb Romans
Jacque Perron

dd@coloradogwrra.com
add@coloradogwrra.com
treasurer@coloradogwrra.com
mec@coloradogwrra.com
edwards_1500@hotmail.com
trainer@coloradogwrra.com
petekeppler@aol.com
coyioy@coloradogwrra.com
silverone@comcast.net
webmaster@coloradogwrra.com
newsletter@coloradogwrra.com
photographer@coloradogwrra.com
vendor@coloradogwrra.com
jacquesperron61@yahoo.ca

Not near Aurora? No problem! There are chapters scattered all over Colorado, and you are sure to find one that is close to
home. We’ll even make it easy for you by giving you links to their websites and latest newsletters.
Remember – ride safely!!!
Littleton

Chapter A

Website Newsletter

Grand Junction

Chapter B

Website Newsletter

Fort Collins

Chapter G

Website Newsletter

Colorado Springs

Chapter I

Website Newsletter

Lakewood

Chapter L

Website Newsletter

Montrose

Chapter Q

Website Newsletter

Colorado District Staff
Visit the Colorado District Staff Page.
GWRRA Home Office & National Officers
Contact the GWRRA Home Office.
Visit the GWRRA National Officers Page.
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GWRRA National Officer Team
President:

Anita Alkire

Rider Education Directors

Tim & Anna Grimes

Training Directors

Clara & Fred Boldt

Membership Enhancement Directors

Larry & Penny Anthony

Deputy Director of Overseas

Dan and Rachel Sanderovich

Deputy Directors A & N

Bob & Nancy Shrader

Deputy Directors B, E & L

Bruce & Barb Beeman

Deputy Directors D, H & K

Jack Wagner

Deputy Directors F, I & J

Ray & Sandi Garris
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District Chapters & Gathering Times
Chapter A—Littleton

Chapter I—Colorado Springs

Chapter Q—Montrose

Ron & Deann Fagler
wingfagler@comcast.net
Lilley Gulch Recreation Center
6147 S. Holland Way, Littleton
Room: Rio Grande
1st Thursday @ 7 pm

Steve & Jacque Callicott
directors@springswings.org

Bill & Nancy Pierce

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4125 Constitution Ave, Colo Spgs
1st Saturday @ 8:30 am

Daveto’s Italian Restaurant
520 Main Street, Delta
2nd Saturday @ 6 pm

www.wingnuts-coa.com

www.springswings.org

director@gwrracoloradochapterq.org

www.gwrracoloradochapterq.org

Chapter B—Grand Junction

Chapter J—Aurora

Chapter WY-B—Cheyenne, WY

David & Paula Campbell
cdchapterb@aol.com

Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org

Paul & Marla Muirbrook
pmuirbrook@aol.com

Golden Corral (must buy meal)
1100 Independent Ave
Grand Junction
1st Saturday @ 8 am

Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 South Monaco Pkwy. Denver
2nd Wednesday @ 7 pm

Holiday Inn at I-80 and Hwy 85
2nd Saturday @ 9 am

Chapter G—Fort Collins

Chapter L—Lakewood

Steve & Inez Scholbrock

Tami & Steve Bender
bndrspndr@aol.com
Clements Community Center
1580 Yarrow, Lakewood
1st Monday @ 7 pm

director@gwrranortherncolorado.org

Johnson’s Corner Restaurant
I-25 at Exit 254
3rd Saturday @ 8 am
www.gwrranortherncolorado.org

www.gwrraco-j.org

www.redrockswings.org
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CLICK HERE

