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Normally, I would recap the events of the year, but
those are few and far between. Nothing will change that
so it's just as well not to dwell on it. Moving forward, we
plan to have a District Officers’ meeting on Jan 30th.
We found a facility that, as of today, will allow 44
people to attend with masks and proper distancing. If
things change, we will let you know, but we hope to see
many of you in person for the first time in a long while.
Keep the faith; we will soon be looking back in the
mirror on this year and looking forward to more fun
adventures. Until next year, ride safe, live life to its
fullest, and don't look back.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a very Happy New
Year!
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As I write this, the year is quickly coming to a close, and
I have to admit that it will not make me sad. This has
been a trying time for all of us in GWRRA and also for
everybody throughout the world. The vaccine for COVID19 is just now becoming available, which should allow a
return to some kind of normal life soon.
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Around Our District

By Rich & Linda Fuller, Assistant District Directors
Here we are at the end of quite a tumultuous year. We have
seen rides scheduled and canceled, monthly gatherings halted,
restarted and then canceled again, parties having to be
canceled, and, of course, air hugs replacing the real thing.
Although 2021 looks to start out the same way, we have hope
that sometime in the coming year we will begin to enjoy getting
together with each other once again. To keep GWRRA strong
and thriving, we need to have the Chapters, the backbone and
foundation of the organization, moving forward with new and
creative ideas. It's great to see Chapters meeting virtually,
having fun, and doing what is necessary to stay connected.
With the coming of a new year, that means the changing of the
staff in some Chapters. We encourage everyone to step up and
volunteer for a position. Don't be hesitant and think you might
not be able to do the job. You've had great examples before
you and there are many who are there to help you get started.
We have held many titles from Chapter up through Region level,
some more than once, and have enjoyed our time serving the
membership. You CAN do it. To steal (or borrow) a line from
Mike Werner, our District Educator, “I Can, You Can, We All
Can.” Step out and launch a new chapter in your own life! The
very existence of YOUR Chapter depends on you.
With the holidays almost upon us, it's time to remind the fellas
to get out there and get that gift for that someone special in
your life. C'mon guys, why do you always wait till the last
minute? Answer: Because then you have to buy with no time
to shop. In and Out. Right?? You only have a few days left.
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The two of us want to extend our warmest wishes to all for the
Merriest Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year. We look
forward to seeing all of you in 2021.
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Aging and the Dangers of Winter
Driving
By Mike Werner, District Educator

The winter months bring shorter days and increased
driving hazards due to adverse weather. The change in
season can be difficult to adjust to, especially for older
drivers. One way normal aging affects older adults is
fading night vision. The eye’s retinas function like photo
film, reaching to light and images and then transmitting
those signals to the brain for interpretation. As we age,
our retinas begin to lose their sensitivity to light,
requiring more light to function compared to when we
were younger. Exacerbating the problem are age-related
eye diseases, like macular degeneration, glaucoma,
diabetic retinopathy, and cataracts; these conditions can
creep up slowly over time on older motorists if they do
not receive regular eye examinations.
The American Optometric Association has found that
adults begin to experience vision-related issues between
the ages of 41 and 60. The majority of drivers are either
in this danger zone or soon will be. This creates a
significant risk to motorists. With impaired vision
affecting so many older drivers, this impediment limits
their ability to perceive hazards and react in time. This
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Following is a list of tips to share with
others to help reduce the risk of a
vision-related crash while driving.

Do not drive at night if it can be
avoided.
Wear polarized sunglasses during
daylight driving hours, but never at
night.
Avoid looking directly at the source
of distracting light, even in rear-view
mirrors.
Avoid flashing the high-beam
headlights at other drivers, as this
could create additional hazards.
Wait to make a lane change or other
maneuver until mirror visibility
improves.
Slow down or pull over to allow other
vehicles with distracting headlights
to pass.
Adjust stopping distance with your
sight distance.
Keep windows, headlamps, and
windshield clean.
Dim dashboard lights.
Safety Comes in Cans:
I Can, You Can, We All Can

4

Motorists should be proactive in
addressing the risks of aging and winter
driving. Two ways to do this are by
promoting regular eye examinations and
health screenings, and by educating
ourselves on the effects of aging and
winter driving hazards.

•
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hazard also creates a driving distraction.
Drivers may avert their eyes from the
road ahead to avoid the headlights of
oncoming vehicles (especially newer
vehicles with LED lights), the glare from
streetlights reflecting off wet pavement
at night, and sunshine glaring off the
windshield during the day. Every second
the driver is distracted increases the risk
of a vehicle collision, hitting a stationary
object, or striking a pedestrian.
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From the Cockpit

By Chris Toomer, District Ride Coordinator
As we approach our shortest day of the year, I think to
myself, “Aren’t all days 24 hours long?” Well, yes, of
course. The “shortest day,” as you know, refers to the
Winter Solstice and the amount of daylight in that 24-hour
period.
This year, starting December 22, the amount of daylight
between sunrise and sunset increases a minute or two each
day until June 21, the Summer Solstice. All that said, I find
I’m already dreaming of a summer filled with daylight,
motorcycle rallies, rides exploring Colorado and beyond,
and the 4 Corners Rally.
For 2021, I’ll be looking for and planning shorter rides in
and around Colorado. If you are a frequent reader of our
newsletter but haven’t yet taken the plunge to join us for a
ride, 2021 may be an ideal year for you to experience a ride
with a group that focuses on fun, safety, and knowledge.
You can also be assured that Chapter J’s Grand Pass Tour
will remain alive and well and I’ll be planning and
documenting rides around Colorado that provide you with
opportunities to continue enjoying our wonderful passes!
I wish for each of you a Happy and Safe Holiday Season and I
look forward to riding with you in 2021!
As always, ride smart! And ride safe!
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Take care, ride smart, and ride safe!
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Yearend Reflections

By Peter Keppler, District Motorist Awareness Officer
We all know that 2020 has been a year to forget. We
haven’t had regular Chapter meetings since April, and most
of us haven’t done much riding this year. Both Wing Ding
and the Four Corners Rally had to be cancelled and a lot of
other events or activities have been curtailed or ditched
altogether. As a result, some of our members have decided
to drop out of GWRRA and aren’t willing to take-on officer
positions needed to keep their Chapters active. Chapter L
is the latest one to close as they have no Director for the
coming year.
Notwithstanding these problems, the need for all of us to
keep promoting and talking about motorist awareness of
motorcycles is as great as ever. This is turning out to be a
record year for motorcycle deaths in Colorado, with over
100 riders having died in crashes as of the end of
September. Obviously, we all have to ride defensively and
be constantly aware of all the drivers on the road with us
and continue to talk about motorist awareness every chance
we get.
We’ve been working with District and the National MAP
Team to develop additional tools and methods for use by all
GWRRA members to spread the word and increase
awareness of motorcycles on the road. These tools include
an updated and more relevant power point presentation,
additional printed material, and providing more public
service messages for use with radio and other media. These
materials will be available next year on the GWRRA.org
website under the MAP tab. We have also been working
with AARP and other organizations to incorporate additional

Page

6

Continued on page 7

Connecting Colorado

December 2020

Continued from page 6

material on motorcycle awareness in
their driver’s education classes.

agencies, and organizations in providing
such instruction and training.

As we’ve reported before, many states,
including Colorado, claim that current
education, public information, and
focused enforcement efforts combined
with media messaging are insufficient
for their needs. It is suggested that
increasing awareness campaigns with
focused messaging to “Look Out for
Motorcycles” during the riding seasons is
necessary. Education efforts including
additional information on motorcycles
and rider behavior in driver training
classes and other school curricula
increases overall motorcycle awareness.

For the coming year, let’s make a
personal goal of talking with at least ten
people (or one a month) about
motorcycles, why we ride, what we have
to deal with, and what drivers need to
be aware of when driving with
motorcycles in traffic. Give them one
our trifolds, “Help Us Survive the Ride”
and “Who Rides Motorcycles,” and
encourage them to pass it on to their
friends and family.
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Ride Like Your Life Depends on It!
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Our goal with the GWRRA Motorist
Awareness Program is to assist these
efforts and help schools, instructors,

Let’s look forward to a better year; a
safe and, dare we say, Happy New Year.
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Greetings from the Western Slope

By Pat Andrews, Membership Enhancement Coordinator
2020 has been a year we would all like to forget existed for
so many reasons. The pandemic has invaded all our lives
with so many people affected, Chapter meetings cancelled,
and training and holiday get-togethers cancelled or
postponed. Our lives have basically been placed on hold
until we escape from this nightmare.
I am hoping and praying that 2021 will be a great year and
we will all be able to get back together and have some fun.
We look forward to hearing all the exciting activities that
Colorado District Chapters have planned and sharing those
with others throughout the State. Keep in mind that this
too shall pass.
Until next month, be safe, stay healthy and above all enjoy
the holidays with family and friends.

Page

8

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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Chapter B – John & Barb Romans, Directors

From the Chapter B Directors’ Desk
Happy Holidays & Happy New Year!
As the end of 2020 draws near, Barb and I wish you and your family Happy Holidays and a very
Happy New Year. Let’s say goodbye and good riddance to 2020 and look forward to 2021!
Besides lifestyle resolutions, let’s make some motorcycle-related resolutions as well:

•
Ride More: Set aside more time to ride. Participate in a Chapter Mileage
contest, make a list of new places to ride, visit state parks. There are lots of nice
rides to take in Colorado and neighboring states.

•

All-The-Gear-All-The-Time: Update your riding gear to increase your
visibility (Hi-Viz jackets, helmets), padding (jackets, pants, gloves), or new
sturdy boots. Pledge to gear up for every ride and encourage others to wear
ATGATT.

•

Join a Group Ride or Ride with a Friend: Enjoy the community-like atmosphere, share a favorite route,
meet new riders and co-riders, and be a safe riding role model for others.
•
Plan a Motorcycle Trip: Get away and go on some longer rides to really
immerse yourself in what you really enjoy about riding. Reacquaint yourself with the
freedom and joy of riding. Ride along the ocean, through the mountains, by the lakes,
or go to some place where you’ve always wanted to ride.

•

Maintain Your Motorcycle: Keep your motorcycle clean and maintained according to the recommenddations in your owner’s manual. Go through a pre-ride safety checklist every time you ride.

•

Practice and Refresh Your Riding Skills: Refer to the Parking-Lot Shiny-Side-Up
exercises to brush the rust off your riding skills in the spring. Take some GWRRA
University seminars. Take an ARC, TRC or another Experienced Rider Course.
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• Take a First Aid/CPR Course: Be trained, or stay current, by taking a Medic First
Aid/CPR course. Keep a First Aid Kit on your motorcycle and in your car. Check each
First Aid Kit annually.
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Chapter G – Hugh & Gina Curley, Directors

From the Chapter G Directors’ Desk
Happy Holidays! We certainly have a group of them in this four-month period of October through
January. I think our ancestors were thinking, "Since we can't ride, let's create some holidays so we
still have something to celebrate." Thank you, Ancestors!
We have had some beautiful riding days of which we hope you have taken advantage. Now,
though, the weather is suggesting we take care of more mundane chores like motorcycle
maintenance, home repairs put off since last summer, contacting our non-riding friends and
relatives (we stay in touch with our riding friends naturally), decorating for the holidays (outdoors
so more people will see it), and wrapping and hiding Christmas presents for the kids, grand-kids,
and for some of us, great-grand-kids.
We at Chapter G are looking forward to warmer weather so we can plan rides again. We are
looking at organizing many small group rides rather than a few large group rides, depending on the
government mandates for gatherings. It probably will mean publishing members' contact
information so each person who wants to go for a ride can call a few others and for a gathering. It
probably will mean including what kind of ride each person likes. Being flexible for the future is
imperative.
Mike & Dorie Werner have provided classes for some of us to become current in Medic First Aid. I
am looking forward to a Rider Training class to get up-to-date on riding skills.
We were holding hybrid (combination online and in person) gatherings and will continue to do so
beginning in January. Our December gathering has been cancelled.
Be flexible. Ride when you can. Follow laws, rules, mandates, and guidelines. Stay safe. Prepare
for next year.
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Good luck and have wonderful holidays.
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Chapter I – Claude & Nancy Lockhart, Directors

Chapter J – Chris Toomer, Director

From the Chapter J Director’s Desk
Wow! Who knew the 4-year journey as Chapter Director for Chapter J would go that fast? I remember
when I first stepped into the role, I struggled getting the laptop, projector, speaker, and other technology
setup for the Gathering at Piccolo’s. It took a few Gatherings, but I finally found my groove and settled into
the role. Those four years have been amazing, fun, sad, emotional, exciting, adventurous, and so many
more feelings and emotions than I can remember!
The best part is that many of you were part of that journey. From fun at Chapter Gatherings to
camaraderie at Chapter J’s Hummer of the Summer picnic to monthly Mystery Meal rides to cross-country
adventures headed to rallies anywhere, we’ve had a great ride! Sadly, some left us too soon but are
thought of often and missed. Others have become life-long friends. Certainly, Coronavirus has overstayed
its welcome.
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What are some of my favorite memories? The epic ride to and from Wing Ding in Billings, MT through
Flaming Gorge, Yellowstone, Beartooth Pass, and the Black Hills in South Dakota. The packed back room at
Piccolo’s Restaurant for our Chapter Gatherings. Kathy’s desserts. The camaraderie that develops from
riding miles and miles together, and then doing it again the next day. Another epic ride to and from
Nashville with detours to ride the Tail of the Dragon in NC and visit the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum
in Birmingham, AL. And countless other adventures, both big and small. The hugs, the smiles, and the
Masters’ Breakfasts and Lunches.
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As we exit 2020, change is upon us. Vaccines for the Coronavirus are becoming available with distribution
happening! With that, and a little luck, we will be able to hold and attend Wing Ding in July and the 4
Corners Rally in August, not to mention an actual, in-person Chapter J Gathering!
Change is in the air for Chapter J as well. While I am stepping down as Chapter Director, I’m thrilled to be
able to introduce you to
Chapter J’s Directors for 2021 – Les and Kathy Nyland!
I, of course,
explained to them – as it was to me – the commitment is a mere 10 minutes a month!
Dorie Werner will remain as our Membership Enhancement Coordinator and Chapter Funster! Tom Houdek
will remain as our Motorist Awareness Ambassador. Though I haven’t asked him, I’m hoping John Gerlick
will remain as our Mystery Meal Ride Coordinator. Mark Henze will be stepping down as Chapter Treasurer.
While we, as a new Chapter Team, will have some details to work out, Chapter J is staying strong and will
continue into the new year! As always, if you want to step up and support the Chapter, we can find a role
and patch for you! Just ask!
What’s next for me? First and foremost, I’m excited to embrace my role as the Colorado District Ride
Coordinator. I will be planning and (sometimes) leading some easy day rides as well as adventurous, multiday rides. I will also remain part of the Chapter J Leadership Team as the Chapter Treasurer and Grand
Pass Tour Administrator.
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Ride smart, and ride safe.
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Chapter L – Chuck Bellmyer, Director

From the Chapter L Director’s Desk
So long, Chapter L, which is closing December 31, 2020. Following is a photo of the active Chapter
members who attended the 2018 Christmas party at the Ackermans’ home. Unfortunately, many of
these folks have moved or are moving away.
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Photo by Tami Bender. Back row: Andrew Smith, Ralph Spencer, Fred Fisher, Linda
Fisher, Jim Hazlett, Janet Spencer, Peter Keppler, Mike Ackerman. Center row:
Sherry Smith, Becky Ackerman, Janet Drake, Linda Hazlett, Randall Drake, April
Hansen. Front row: Pat Blot, Bob Blot, Cuck Bellmyer, Steve Bender. Missing: Donald
Redline.
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Chapter Q – Gary & Linda Garren, Directors

From the Chapter Q Directors’ Desk
COVID-19 positive results have increased in our area and, unfortunately, Howie Peterson was hospitalized with
the virus recently. He is home now and recovering. Penny Peterson also was also infected but was able to
stay home and feeling better now. Because of the increase of positive cases in our area, it was decided that
having our annual Christmas party was not wise at this time. We hope to have our Christmas Party later in
2021.
Each month in our Chapter newsletter, we have enclosed a member profile about our members. This has
been a great way to get to know our members especially for us who are new to the Chapter.

Page

14

We wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Looking forward to next year’s rides.
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District Team

Staff
MFA Coordinators
Mike & Dorie Werner (CO-J)
Membership Enhancement
Pat Andrews (CO-Q)
Webmasters
Jim & Janet Wohlford (CO-J)
Newsletter Editor
April Hansen (CO-L)
Photographer
Donald Redline (CO-L)

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Colorado District

Web: www.coloradogwrra.com

Jan. 30, 2021 – Annual Officers’ Conference,
9:30a-12:30p, Castle Rock Library, 100
South Wilcox Street, Castle Rock

Colorado Chapter Directors
Chapter B – Grand Junction
John & Barb Romans
cdchapterb@aol.com
Chapter G – Fort Collins
Hugh & Gina Curley
director@gwrranortherncolorado.org
Chapter I – Colorado Springs
Clyde & Nancy Lockhart
directors@springswings.org
Chapter J – Aurora
Chris Toomer
cd@gwrraco-j.org
Chapter L – Lakewood
Chuck Bellmyer
chuckbellmyer07@gmail.com
Chapter Q – Montrose
Gary & Linda Garren
director@gwrracoloradochapterq.org
Wyoming B – Cheyenne
Larry & Barbara Kuzma
kuz001@aol.com

EDITOR’S NOTICE: THE DEADLINE
FOR SUBMITTING NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES IS THE 17TH OF EACH
MONTH. THE NEWSLETTER WILL BE
ISSUED THE 19TH OF THE MONTH.

15

Directors
Joyce & Rick Elmore (CO-G)
Assistant Directors
Rich & Linda Fuller (CO-Q)
Rider Education
Mike Werner (CO-J)
Ride Coordinator
Chris Toomer(CO-J)
Motorist Awareness
Peter Keppler (CO-L)
University Training
Inez Scholbrock (CO-G)
Treasurer
April Hansen (CO-L)

Coming District Events
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From All of Us to You

Oklahoma District
Bike
Advanced Rider Course

MARCH 13, 2021
PONCA CITY AIRPORT 8AM-4PM
PONCA CITY, OK
CONTACT:
MAX ROWLETT
MAXER50@AOL.COM
580-704-8290

OR
HURRY: ONLY 12 SLOTS

STEVE COTTON
SCOTTON01@COX.NET
405-285-5962

GWRRA Rider Education
Rider Course Registration Form
Advanced Rider Course
March 13, 2021
COURSE INFORMATION: An Advanced Rider Course for motorcycles only. Class starts on March 13th, 2021 at 8:00 am at
Ponca City Airport, 2213 Waverly St., Ponca City, OK. Range starts at 1:00 pm at the airport.

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION: - Please complete (print clearly)
Rider:__________________________________ GWRRA Membership # ___________________
Driver’s License #_________________________ E-mail: ________________________________
Co-Rider: ______________________________

GWRRA Membership #____________________

Street_________________________________City:___________________State_____ Zip:______
Chapter:_______ Day Phone:_________________ Emergency Number:_____________________
REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
1. Cost for all courses is $25.00 per motorcycle Full payment is required to reserve spot.
2.

Registrations are accepted on a first-come basis. Class size is limited.

3.

Cancellations will be accepted up 7 days prior to the course.

4.

GWRRA reserves the right to cancel or reschedule courses. In the event of a cancellation by GWRRA, fees will be refunded.
If the course is rescheduled, students will automatically be enrolled in that class. If a student is unable to attend the rescheduled class, fees will be refunded.

5.

Courses will take place rain or shine. No refunds due to weather.

6.

Submitting this form does not guarantee a place in a course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: - required at the beginning of class:
1.

Proof of current motorcycle insurance or bond coverage.

2.

Riders/Co-Riders GWRRA members have priority over nonmembers.

3.

Riders/Co-Riders must wear full protective gear as defined by GWRRA. (Helmet, gloves, long sleeves, full pants, and
boots/shoes that cover the ankles).

4.

Riders must have proof of valid operator’s license with motorcycle endorsement.

5.

Participation/waiver statement for course participation.

6. Co-Rider’s participation will be determined by the instructor, based on the rider’s capability.
NOTE: GWRRA Rider Education reserves the right to deny course participation to anyone failing to meet the above criteria or
presenting an unsafe condition.
PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS:

DATE:________________

Make check payable to: GWRRA OK District
Mail completed form and check (no cash please) to: Max Rowlett, 13955 NE Tag Office, Fletcher, OK 73541

Check_________________ Received by:_______________________ Date________________

