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Our annual Officers Conference/Meeting will be held on
Saturday, January 22, 2022, at the Highlands Ranch
Library, Event Hall B, 9292 S Ridgeline Boulevard,
Highlands Ranch, CO. We will have the room from
10:00am until 4pm, so please come on time to help set
up so we can get going as soon as possible. We don't
really want to do this on a Zoom call and would
appreciate it if everyone would please come in person.
Please bring lunch, but we will work through it as we
really won't have time for a lunch break. We will be
installing all the new Officers and talking about
Continued on page 2
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Happy Thanksgiving, everyone, hope you all get to
celebrate it in whatever way you want. We'll be in
Prescott at my brother's and will then head for home.
Chapter I in Colorado Springs will have their gathering on
the first Saturday on December 4th, and we will be there
to welcome their new Chapter Director and Assistant
Chapter Director aboard. If anyone would like to join us,
their meeting place is Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 4125
Constitution Avenue, Colorado Springs, and it starts at
8:30am. It would be fun to have a bunch of people there
to welcome them into their new positions.
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This will be our last Officers Conference/
Meeting as we will be stepping down as
your District Directors. We have been
your Directors for three years and, with

It really has been fun being the DDs and
we appreciate all the support you have
given us. We'll still be around going to
rallies, your Chapter fundraisers and Wing
Ding, so we will continue to see you all.
Thank you for everything!
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Please let me have a head count for each
Chapter so we can have the tables set up
properly. We will be doing a 50/50 but
may sell the tickets early, just to save
some time; I will let you know soon.

all the traveling we've been doing since
we retired, I feel we can't do the job as
well as we would like. So, we've given
some suggestions to our superiors as to a
replacement and hope they make a
decision soon so that we can install them
at the Officers meeting.
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whatever changes will be happening with
Headquarters. I believe we have all the
information about changes taking place
in the Chapters, but if you haven't told
me yet, please do so immediately.
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Around Our District
By Rich & Linda Fuller, Assistant District Directors
November is one of those months when some days are really nice
for riding and the next day you wonder how you rode the day
before. But as motorcyclists we should know how to plan our
days and be prepared for almost anything when riding regardless
of the time of year. It's also a good time to start that
maintenance and after-market accessory list of things we need
to take care of this winter when the snow and ice keep us off
the highways and byways. May you still run that odometer ever
higher before the winter season descends upon us.
We hope more Chapters, maybe all, are getting back into their
regular routine for their monthly gatherings. It's that time of
year when our Chapters are finalizing their plans for their
Christmas parties and getting excited for the holidays as many
of the holiday festivities were cancelled last year because of the
pandemic. For our organization, there is nothing better than the
face-to-face time, with all its laughing and camaraderie.
This time of year is a good time to pause and reflect back on
those we have lost in our GWRRA family and remember the fond
memories and exciting adventures we had together. We have
been blessed with a large extended family and should make the
most of the opportunity.
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From the two of us, may all of you have a very Happy
Thanksgiving with family and friends.
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From the Desk of the Ride Educator
By Mike Werner, District Educator

TAKE A BREAK, DRIVE AWAKE
It has probably happened to you. You are driving/riding on a
long trip, traveling alone or at night, or perhaps just off from a
long shift at work—and you start to yawn. Your eyes are heavy,
the road seems to go on forever, and your vehicle/motorcycle
veers. You have just entered a DANGER ZONE.
WARNING SIGNS:
➢ You can’t keep your eyes open or focused
➢ You can’t keep your head up
➢ You are daydreaming or have wandering thoughts
➢ You are drifting from your lane or off the road
➢ You are unintentionally tailgating other vehicles
➢ You are yawning frequently or rubbing your eyes
repeatedly
➢ You are missing signs or driving past your intended turn
or exit
➢ You are feeling irritable or restless
➢ You begin to be unable to recall how far you’ve gone or
places you’ve passed
Drowsy driving is estimated to contribute to as many as 1.2
million collisions, resulting in potentially 5,000 to 8,000
fatalities per year. But despite these risks, experts agree that
drowsy driving is far too prevalent.
Research shows that nearly a third of drivers admitted to
driving within the prior thirty days when they were so tired
that they had trouble keeping their eyes open. This lack of
sleep slows reaction time, impairs judgement, and increases
the risk of dozing off while driving.
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Always aim for seven or more hours of
sleep every night to ensure you are ready
to get in the saddle/behind the wheel.
Drivers/riders who sleep less than five
hours per night are six times more likely
to be involved in a drowsy-driving-related
crash than drivers/riders who get eight or
more hours of sleep.

PLANNING FOR 2022
Please let your Chapter Director know of
any Rider Education classes that you would
like to see happen in 2022 by January 22
when the District Officer meeting will be
held.
REMINDER: The grace period for the
Levels Program has been extended to June
30, 2022.

**If anyone has the desire to become a
Medic First Aid/CPR Instructor for GWRRA,
please let us know**
Remember …

Safety Comes in Cans:
I Can, You Can, WE All Can!
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WHAT TO DO:
➢ Take a break and recharge with
some exercise
➢ Every three hours or 200 miles, pull
over to stretch and move around
➢ Find a safe, legal place off the
roadway to take a quick nap (rest
area, fuel stop, coffee shop)
➢ Have a Co-Rider
➢ Don’t ride alone, have another
motorcycle rider join you for long
trips

Take the simple step to protect yourself
and others by always being well rested
before you get in the saddle/behind the
wheel. NEVER risk driving when you are
drowsy. But if you do find yourself drowsy
while driving/riding, remember: Take a
Break. Drive Awake. It just may save your
life – or someone else’s.
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Getting good sleep on a regular basis is
the best defense against drowsy driving,
especially when planning a long day riding
your motorcycle. If you do find yourself
driving while drowsy, Take a Break. Drive
Awake to help reduce the risks of
drowsing driving. Turning up your radio,
stopping to drink a caffeinated beverage
or, if in a car, rolling down the windows
are NOT enough to stave off drowsiness.
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Around and About the District
By Chris Toomer, District Ride Coordinator
Ride Coordinators Session
In January, the Colorado District is poised to hold its annual
District Officers’ Meeting. I’d like to ask that all Chapters have
their major rides and events tentatively planned by that time.
Please come with flexible dates so each Chapter and the District
can effectively coordinate with each other. I’ll be leading a Ride
Coordinator’s Breakout session at this meeting and hope each
Chapter can be represented.
Some dates in 2022 to keep in mind:
June 28 – July 2: Wing Ding
August 26 – 28: Four Corners Rally
June – September: Possible District Picnic
Chapter J Grand Pass Tour
As the Chapter J Grand Pass Tour Administrator, I would like to ask
that you get your applications in as soon as possible for your 2021
Grand Pass Tour pins and hanger bars.
Whatever path you follow,
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Ride safe and ride smart!
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Motorcycle Fatalities Down
By Peter Keppler, District Motorist Awareness Officer
This is an update of our article on this topic in the November
2018 District Newsletter. The latest report issued by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on
motorcycle safety and crashes (July 2021) stated that 5,014
motorcycle riders lost their lives on American roads in 2019, a
slight decrease from 2018 (5,038).
Side note: In Colorado, 2020 was the deadliest year on
record for motorcycle riders with 140 fatalities, up from 103
in 2019. This year, as of the end of July, rider deaths were
down 18% from last year, with 59 fatal crashes.

Per vehicle miles traveled, motorcyclists are about 29
times more likely than car occupants to die in a motor
vehicle crash and four times more likely to be injured.

-

NHTSA estimates that motorcycle helmets saved an
estimated 1,872 lives in 2017. If all riders had worn
helmets, an additional 749 lives would have been saved.

-

30% of riders involved in fatal crashes in 2019 were riding
without a valid motorcycle license at the time of the
crash.

-

42% of the riders in single-vehicle fatal crashes were
alcohol-impaired.

-

Also in 2019, approximately one-third of all motorcycle
riders involved in fatal crashes were speeding.

Continued on page 8
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The NHTSA provides these statistics on motorcycle safety in
By
thePeter
U.S.: Keppler, Motorist Awareness Program Officer
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Continued from page 7

-

Improper use of rear and side-view
mirrors greatly contributes to
collisions, particularly with smaller
vehicles like motorcycles.

These statistics and information relate
to our Motorist Awareness Program and
point out the vulnerability of riders and
the need for all vehicle drivers to be
aware of and share the road with
motorcycles. The statistics also point
out the need for motorcyclists to ride
with care and unimpaired.

We all know that an important element
of reducing the risk of riding a
motorcycle is training, which is a key
part of the GWRRA motto “Friends for
Fun, Safety and Knowledge.” Obviously,
the training and education we get
through GWRRA makes us better riders
and reduces the risk inherent in riding a
motorcycle. We recognize the risk and
have to constantly convey to the car
driving public that they must “Look for
Motorcycles” and “Share the Road,” the
main points of the GW Motorist
Awareness Program.
Ride Like Your Life Depends on It!
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NHTSA research has shown that car
drivers are distracted more than 50%
of the time.
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Greetings from the Western Slope
By Pat Andrews, Membership Enhancement Coordinator
Happy Thanksgiving to all!
As we approach the holiday season, we are reminded of how
much we enjoy our friendship as Gold Wingers.
Many of our Chapters will be celebrating Christmas by having
parties and/or dinners. We always enjoy the exchange of gifts
and the great food served. I hope each and every one will enjoy
this time of fellowship and fun. Take time to invite members
that don’t always attend to share in your celebrations.
Until next month,
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Ride safe and have fun!
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Chapter B – John & Barb Romans, Directors

Meetings are on the first
Saturday of each month
at 8:00 a.m.

From the Chapter B Directors’ Desk
It’s been a wonderful fall with mild weather on the Western Slope. October 30th Bill, Jean, Barbara, and I
rode down to Hotchkiss to Zacks for lunch. On the way home, we took the back roads to Cedaredge. We
stopped at the buffalo ranch for a few minutes. The deer where out in numbers. We went down to the elk
ranch, a request from Jean, and watched for a while. This is the only place where I have seen white elk; it
always amazes me. On the way, home Jean and Bill spotted several antelope off of Highway 50.
At the November 6th gathering, we had 17 B members and three Q members. Jean Gert was presented with
her Master patch; congratulations Jean. Leo Sutten volunteered to be the Chapter Safety Advisor, thank you
Leo. I did the safety talk and read questions from Check Your Cycle Savvy. We had a lot of fun with the
questions. We talked about the upcoming Toy Run and decided to meet at the old WW Peppers Restaurant
on Horizon Drive. Since Chapter B is having their Christmas dinner party on December 11th, there will not be
a gathering at the Golden Corral in December. The next Chapter gathering will be January 1, 2022.
November 7th four three-wheelers got together and rode to Meeker for lunch at the Meeker Café. We had
lunch there on our first group ride this year on April 25th. The temperatures were about the same: 40’s, 50’s
and 60’s as we traveled there and back, and as always there was the wind. As the days grow shorter and
cooler, I don’t think there will be too many more rides, but you never know. We all love being on our
motorcycles.
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Weather Pending - Safety First: A reminder for all Chapter members who want to ride in the December 5th
GJHD toy run. We will meet at WW Peppers, 753 Horizon Court, Grand Junction, around 10:00 a.m. and
then ride in as a group to Grand Junction Harley-Davidson for registration. Bring an unwrapped toy.
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Chapter G – Hugh & Gina Curley, Directors
Meetings are on the third
Saturday of each month
at 8:00 a.m.

From the Chapter G Directors’ Desk
We are Proud! It is time to start wrapping up this year and looking forward to next year. Chapter G can
stand proud of their accomplishments including:
✓ Ride for Food every month
✓ Gathering every month
✓ Howl at the Moon ride
✓ Large presence at the District Picnic
✓ Partnership with Longmont Driving School, Mountain States Driving School, and DriveSafe to increase
Motorist Awareness
✓ Updated website and internet presence
✓ Strong officer slate to carry forward next year
We also had a Halloween party. We did not conduct the normal annual Fund Raiser (Fall Festival a.k.a.
Turkey Bingo), but still have the bingo machine and cards for next year. We have a strong core of members
to continue to grow the Chapter through interesting rides and gatherings.
We Have Room to Grow! And there are areas where we can grow. Ever since the Chapter Educator
position was eliminated, the Levels Program has suffered. This is a good program but needs to be kept in
front of the members or it will be shunted aside. We used to have rides with 15 or more bikes, now it is
usually three or four. We used to have 20 members and 20 guests at each gathering, now we have 10 to 12
members and occasionally one guest. Inter-Chapter visits and support are missing now; it was a great
motivator.
We Keep Practicing to Stay Proficient! Victor Wheeler, our Ride Coordinator, had us doing synchronized
lane changes on a recent ride. Not only does this look nice, but it keeps us alert when riding, and helps us
remain proficient. On a recent Ride for Food, this same Victor led us the back way through Estes Park to
get to a restaurant on the other side of the town so that we could enjoy the brilliance of the fall colors (and
miss the Sunday traffic). I never knew there were so many non-straight roads in any town.
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The beautiful weather allows us to continue riding late in the year so we will not be so rusty when spring
arrives. Just don’t forget to do a major check of the bike and accessories sometime between autumn and
spring.
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Chapter J – Les & Kathy Nyland, Directors

Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m.

From the Chapter J Directors’ Desk
We had our last Mystery dinner ride for the year. Six of us went to the Lazy Dog in Southlands and had a
great time.
We had our last monthly gathering for the year. With a number of members traveling attendance was down,
but we still had fun. Several announcements were made. First, Dee Manry was in the hospital, please keep
her and Tom in your thoughts and prayers. John Gerlick has volunteered to take over the Webmaster
position from Chris Toomer, and Bob Keller has volunteered to be our Chapter Ride Coordinator. There will
not be a meeting in December. Instead, we have a Christmas party planned.
Coming up, Chapter Christmas party, mark your calendars, December 4th, at Doug and Judy Kile’s home.
Watch for an email with details, including a sign-up sheet for side dishes, and request for RSVP.
We will be announcing the winner of our Mileage Contest at the party. For those who turned in odometer
readings earlier this year, you need to get the ending mileage to Tom Houdek before the party.
We will also have our drawing for the RED contest (Ride Encouragement Drawing). I still need information
from a number of members. We will have a prize for the member with the most points, and three drawings
from the pot. Currently, the pot has over 400 tickets so, to improve your odds, reply to the email I sent
requesting information.
We will also have a white elephant gift exchange at the party with a $15 to $20 dollar limit.
Coming up in January, we will have a Chapter Ride planning meeting for next year’s rides. Anyone will be
welcome to attend or submit your suggestions before the meeting.
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Come have breakfast with us at Rosie’s Diner (Iliff and Blackhawk behind Applebee’s) on Saturday mornings.
Most show up between 7:40 and 8:00am, and orders taken about 8:00. Currently, we are meeting in the
room on the west side of the building.

Connecting Colorado

November 2021

Chapter Q – Gary & Linda Garren, Directors

Meetings are on the
second Saturday of each
month at 6:00 p.m.

From the Chapter Q Directors’ Desk
It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving and Christmas are almost here. We have been enjoying the color
changes here at home and in the mountains. Add a little snow to the changing colors, and what a scenic
picture. We were surprised at our last monthly meeting when Joyce and Rick Elmore joined us and we had
eight members from Chapter B come to our meeting. Chapter B took our mascot back with them so we will
need to join their meeting to get our mascot back. We were also surprised at the meeting that Joyce and
Rick Elmore presented us with the Masters award.
Good news is that Bill Pierce is back home after spending two months in the hospital. He is looking great.
He is able to get therapy at home as he continued to recover from COVID.
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October was our scheduled Mystery Dinner Ride. We decided to meet at Rib City for dinner. There were 10
of us who enjoyed a great meal and each other’s company including Bill and Nancy Pierce.
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District Events in 2022
Jan. 22, 2022: Annual District Officers Conference, Highlands Ranch Library, Event
Hall B, 9292 South Ridgeline Boulevard, Highlands Ranch, CO
June 28 – July 2, 2022: Wing Ding, Shreveport, LA
Aug. 26-28, 2022: Four Corners Rally, Ignacio, CO

COLORADO DISTRICT TEAM
Officers

Staff

Directors
Assistant Directors
Senior Treasurer
Rider Educator
Ride Coordinator
Senior Motorist Awareness
University Training
Membership Enhancement

Joyce & Rick Elmore
Rich & Linda Fuller
April Hansen
Mike Werner
Chris Toomer
Peter Keppler
Duane Miller
Pat Andrews

MFA Coordinators
Webmasters
Newsletter Editor
Photographer

COLORADO CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter

B – Grand Junction
G – Fort Collins
I – Colorado Springs
J – Aurora
Q – Montrose

Wyoming B – Cheyenne

John & Barb Romans
Hugh & Gina Curley
Claude & Nancy Lockhart
Les & Kathy Nyland
Gary & Linda Garren

Mike & Dorie Werner
Jim & Janet Wohlford
April Hansen
Donald Redline

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Colorado District

Larry & Barbara Kuzma

Web: www.coloradogwrra.com

Jere & Sherry Goodman
Bob & Nan Shrader
Tom & Renee Wasluck
John & Shawn Irons
Kevin Bramhoff & Karin Young
Frank & Sharon Jackson
University Directors
Lorie Thomas & Dan Clark
Membership Enhancement Dirs. Dan & Mary Costello
Motorist Awareness Directors James & Freida Clayson
Directors of Finance
Randall & Janet Drake
Rider Education Directors
Susan & George Huttman
Overseas Directors
Allesandro Boverie & Mariarosa Bruzzone

JereGood@aol.com
floridadd@msn.com
tom.renee11@gmail.com
ironsline3414@gmail.com
director@gwrra-nwc.com
frankj64155@yahoo.com
lorriemthomas@aol.com
mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
james.clayson@gmail.com
financedirector@gwrra.org
director-re@gwrra.org
alboveri@gmail.com
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2021 GWRRA Team Contact List

